Living the Dream

In the April 2008 issue of
Quilters Newsletter (401),
“Meetin’ Place” introduces you
to Jeananne Wright of
Longmont, Colorado. Here,
Jeananne shares her thoughts
about 1940s and 1950s quilts
and some of her latest projects
using blocks from this era.

I grew up on a Colorado
ranch in the 1940s and 1950s,
and I am fascinated by quilts
from that era. It's common to
see any fabric used next to
any other, without much
thought to color or pattern.
Sometimes it is hard to tell
where one block ends and
another begins. The quilts are
scrappy with low contrast and
have a busy look that you
either love or hate. They are
whimsical, eclectic, and
thought-provoking.

In November 2006, I
decided to use my old quilt
blocks to create unusual
quilts. These blocks surely
were the unfinished objects
(UFOs) of their day, and it is
easy to see why. Often poorly
made and mismatched in size
and color, they are challeng-
ing to use. I'm not a perfec-
tionist so it was easy for me
to live with mismatched
seams and a cut-off point
here and there. The poor con-
struction actually gave me the
freedom to set these blocks in
a way that would replicate
the look of the fabulous (in
my eyes) 1940s and 1950s
quilts. It was fun to break
some of the quilting rules.

I set these UFO blocks with
feed sacks, and the result is
just the look I was after. On
the backs of many of the
quilts, I have used feed sacks
with words and logos. Some-
times I just don't have a feed
sack that suits me for a par-
ticular set of blocks, so I use
the wonderful reproduction
prints that are available. I was
raised to be very frugal and
can't seem to shake it. That’s
one reason using feed sacks
appeals to me. Feed sacks
were definitely a frugal way to
get fabric that we otherwise
would not have had.

I have no particular reason
to make these quilts, other
than that I enjoy resurrecting
blocks that have been put
away for more than 50 years
and putting to use some of
my feed sacks that have
always tugged at my heart. In
this way, I'm keeping the tra-
dition of the 1940s and 1950s
alive. I use only the feed sacks
that someone else took apart
and laundered and not the
sacks that are still sewn
together with string. I just
can't seem to give myself per-
mission to take them apart,
and, of course, they are more
valuable left as sacks.

I don't have enough hours
in the day to hand quilt these
quilts; I machine quilt them
or hire longarm quilters. I'm
very pleased with the quilting
results, and this really classi-
fies them as “Thoroughly
Modern Millies!”

LEFT Jeananne Wright in her 1940s-
style feed sack outfit, which she made.

ABOVE The doll that Santa brought
Jeananne when she was seven years old
is now dressed in a 1940s feed sack
outfit made by Jeananne.

BELOW This backing (quilt not shown)
shows logos and words found on many
feed sacks.
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This 1940s rag doll is North Star, 70” x 80”, 2006, pieced by Jeananne Wright
wearing the Donald Duck and quilted by Maureen Waite. The 1940s star blocks
feed sack pajamas that are set with reproduction fabrics on the front, and feed
Jeananne made. sacks comprise the backing.
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Sunbonnet Sue and Friends, 83” x 83", 2006, pieced and Dove at My Window Variation, 70” x 71", 2007, pieced by
appliqued by Jeananne Wright and quilted by Maureen Waite.  jeananne Wright and quilted by Janet Mason. This quilt
This quilt combines 1950s Dresden Plate blocks, 1930s features 1940s blocks and feed sacks.

Sunbonnet Sue blocks, and one 1930s Medallion Trip Around
the World block.

Dressed to the Nines (detail),
73” x 83", 2006, pieced and hand

- quilted by Jeananne Wright. The
Happy New Year, 59” x 597, 2007, pieced by Jeananne Wright ~ 1880s blocks alternate with patches
and quilted by Janet Mason. Jeananne’s favorite quilt in the of reproduction fabric.
series is made from 1940s blocks set with feed sacks on both
the front and back.




